
The Trampas Canyon Dam and Reservoir Project is the recipient of the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers, Orange County Branch 2020 Outstanding Geo-
technical Project Award.

Located just south of Rancho Mission Viejo, Trampas is OC's largest recycled 
water reservoir with the capacity to hold 1.6 billion gallons. This new infrastruc-
ture helps SMWD store all of its recycled water rather than sending it to the 
ocean. This water may one day become a local source of drinking water for the 
region.  

Take a virtual tour of the Trampas Canyon Dam & Reservoir. 

to read our full newsletter Click Here

MAJOR PIPELINE REPAIR COMING IN APRIL –
 NO PLANNED SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS

Beginning on April 4 through May 10, our wholesaler, the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California will begin a major repair of the 60-inch pipeline that delivers a 
majority of water to the region. While the District does not plan on there being service 
interruptions during the 37-day repair project, we are asking all customers to use 
water extra wisely and to be prepared for voluntary reductions throughout the project.

Santa Margarita Water’s drinking water demand during this project will be roughly 720 
million gallons. You may ask, "where will our water come from while the main pipeline 
is out of commission for 37 days”?   The short answer is, Santa Margarita Water has 
been planning and investing in local, reliable and sustainable water supplies and 
infrastructure for decades for times just like this. Read on...

ONGOING DRY CONDITIONS IN MOST OF CALIFORNIA  – 
EARLY EFFORTS HELP MINIMIZE IMPACT

After two years of low precipitation, the U.S. Drought Monitor reports that 95 percent 
of California is experiencing Moderate to Exceptional Drought. Orange County is in 
Moderate Drought.

The State’s Reservoir and groundwater levels are significantly below average, and 
despite recent storms, the snowpack is only 58 percent of average as of March 10, 2021. 
Continued dry conditions can threaten water supplies, impair critical habitat, reduce 
recreational opportunities, and create uncertainty for all water users. Hydrologic 
conditions since 2020 have been very similar to the drought years of 2014 and 2015.

Santa Margarita Water continues to closely monitor drought conditions. 

NEW DRINKING WATER FILTRATION PLANT PROPOSED – 
THE PROJECT WOULD PROVIDE A MUCH-NEEDED LOCAL SOURCE

In its ongoing effort to develop a sustainable and reliable local water supply, the Santa 
Margarita Water is proposing the construction of its first drinking water treatment 
plant. The Ranch Water Filtration Plant will treat groundwater from the San Juan Basin 
to supply some 260 million gallons of drinking water per year to customers.

The new plant will provide a local source of drinking water. Right now, the District 
imports all of its drinking water from hundreds of miles away; from northern 
California and the Colorado River. This water is at risk from drought, natural disasters, 
and regulatory constraints. Read on...

https://www.smwd.com/313/Trampas-Reservoir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFyxp0IP3j4
https://mailchi.mp/smwd/virtualwaterfestival-1264002?e=a98a0b17e2
https://www.smwd.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=100
https://www.drought.gov/states/California/county/Orange
https://www.drought.gov/states/California/county/Orange
https://www.smwd.com/445/Ranch-Treatment-Plant

